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'July 6 (UPD) — The Unjt..u
States Embassy today denied &
Vietnamese government prose-
cutor’'s charge that the United
States was 1Involved in the
abortive 1960 coup d'etat
against President Ngo Dinh’
Diem.

The prosecutor made the
sharge yesterday at a special
Yession of a military tribunal
yylng Vietnamese army offi-

rs and men as plotters in
gle coup attempt.

The U. S. Embassy declined
1o go beyond a simple. verbal
genial of the ‘charge. It gave
ho indication ‘that “a ‘formal
reotest would be made, The
merican ‘disappointed ‘com-
munity in Saigon® hadexpéct-
ed the United States to make
@ vigorous protest.

Many American officials
consider the accusation a de-
lberate attempt to discredit
the United States. .

They were angered when
Diem’s brother and political
adviser, Ngo .Dinh Nhu, ac-
cused the U, S.-Central Intelli-
gence Agency of mvolvement
‘in the unsuccessful- coup dur-
“ing an interview with Wash.

ington Post correspondent
Warren Unna in April.
“The Vietnamese govern-

‘ment knows damn well .we
had- nothing to do with the
coup,” one American sald.
1Col. Nguyen Chanh Thi,
commander of the 1980 rebels
qnow in refuge in Cambodia,
told an Associated Press cor-
respondent  several months
ago that United States offi-
cials actually tried to discour-
age the coup.

1 kill Diem and to try to

Tnited States was not assisting,

‘EmYassy

fairs Williain
American newsthen “flatly, un-
equivocally and officially, the.

-:Truvhart toldt:
: not

aldmg or abetting those people
iwho were trving to overthrow
the- government of Viet-Nam in,
1960.”. Truehart would mnot’
make fu,rther comment. He is
now the senior U. S. dxplomat
in Saigon. .
The accused plotters a‘h; 19 )
officers and men, all paratrodp
ers who went on trial Frlday.'
They pleaded during a lengthy
public trial session today that"
they were forced or f{ricked; s
into taking part by the seven
paratroop officers who fled tq" L
Cambodia when the coup falledj

" The prosecutor had Indi
cated that- light sentence
would be imposed if the ac-.
cused had actually been{
tricked or forced into partic1
ipation. The seven leaders,:;
being tried in ahsentia, are
expected to get the dcath
sentence.
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|Vietnamese government.”.
Many of the American offi-! [
cials who reacted strongly to Diem's pn «mment  aios to

]&. L

Salgon

have to prote Some here lwlir\c that

helping in the 1860 vpiof,
sarn the UL S. against becom
"ling mvolvod in other coups
“land by saying the U, S
|promised 1o help the plotters
‘land then deserted them, the
government hopes to diseredit!:
y ithe U. 5. in the eyes of young,

JE xdxscontmmd army officers. .
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A number of civilians will . 3

also be tried after the tribunal;¥
is finished with the soldiers. -
Some civilians will be tried ~'-.
in absentia. .

Two United States ofﬂclals, ¢
who have since left Viet-Nam,’:
were accused of helping in
the plot. . W\

George Carver, 28, a U, Sl
clvilian employe of the milid \
tary, and. Howard Elting, dep< \"x‘

e

i
e

uty chief of the United Stated - '\;
mission in Saigon at the time' ' "%

of the coup, were identified
bv a Vientnamese source 8y

ithe men named in the gov-'

ernment prosccutor’s accusa-}

American agents: tion. LY
persuaded the rebel units not:
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said the Embassy it!\-

Sources close to the U. 8.}
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